The radiologic investigation of temporal lobe epilepsy. Value of high resolution CT with temporal orientated sections.
The value of high resolution computed tomography of the temporal lobes using temporal lobe orientated sections and intrathecal contrast is described. The results of this technique are correlated with the pathologic findings in 13 patients subsequently proven to have temporal lobe gliomas. These patients all presented with drug resistant temporal lobe epilepsy and underwent temporal lobectomy. This technique was successful in detecting the tumours in 11 of 13 patients. The average size of the tumours was just over 2 cm. The importance of detecting these small tumours is emphasised because of the profound effect this has on management.